ri                                  PREFACE

simplicity and so little self-assertion that, at the end, he
seemed to fall quite easily into the ruck of political
mediocrity. For at that time even his Indian work was
only beginning to emerge from the distorting atmosphere
of party controversy. The re-reading of his Lite to-day
in the light of an ample material, and more especially
of the lessons of the Great War and of its political
and social concomitants, must, I think, reverse this
judgment and give to Lord Ripon a high place in
the constructive statesmanship of the Victorian and
Edwardian epochs.

It remains for me to express my gratitude to Sir
Henry Primrose, K.C.B., for the high compliment he
paid me in asking me, with the assent of his brother
executors, to prepare this book, and for the valuable
advice and great material help he has afforded   me
throughout.   With him I should associate the name of
the late Lady Primrose, who took a deep interest in the
work, and who also contributed not a little to lighten
my labours.   It is a great regret to me that she has not
been spared to see this measure of justice done to the
memory of one to whom she was devotedly attached*
Another friend to whom I am under a great obligation
13 Mr. C. E, Baines, of the India Office.    He drafted for
me an admirable digest of the great mass of papers
relating to Lord Ripon's Indian Viceroyalty, and other-
wise gave me the benefit of his skilled advice in dealing
with Indian questions*   My thanks are also due  to
Lord Buxton, who placed at my disposal his private
correspondence with Lord Ripon during their admims-
tration of the Colonial Office, and to Lord Sydenham
and Mr. John Leyland for kindly reading, and advisiitg
me upon, the War Office and Naval documents with
which I have had to deal  Finally, I am greatly indebted
to Mr. John Murray for his helpful interest in the book
and for many wise hints and suggestions,

I should add that for the treatment of my subject
a&d for the opinions expressed I alone am responsible*